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Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South Dakota is an independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

May life give you open roads.

Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of South Dakota is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

The only thing on your mind today should be delivering your load on time. 
That’s the peace of mind that comes from knowing you’re covered every 
mile of the road ahead with Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield. You can 
count on Wellmark to provide unmatched local support with 24/7 access to 
America’s largest and most trusted health care network, no matter where 
the job takes you. It’s our promise, and the reason more South Dakotans 
choose Wellmark for their health insurance. Talk to your Association 
representative about Wellmark coverage today. 
 

Wellmark.com

http://wellmark.com


Jerry Ollerich, SDTA Chairman
Jerry Ollerich Trucking, Owner

Driving alone in a semi sure gives me count-
less hours to think about numerous issues. I 
think of easy safety measures that every young 
person should know when following or passing 
semis.  I realize, and am grateful that our As-
sociation’s Road Captains visit schools to teach 
safety to students around semis, and here is 
my input.  My apologies to the Road Captain.  
I hope I’m not treading on your territory too 
much, but safety suggestions for our loved ones 
should be repeated.

I have explained to my kids about safety around trucks.  I tell them to be 
especially careful around trucks with a long connecting rod between the 
trailer and the pup trailer.  Many times, the young people see the truck 
passing them in heavy traffic on a four-lane or interstate and they want to 
pull out into the passing lane to pass also, but right outside their driver win-
dow is that long rod, signaling that if they pull out, they will collide with the 
pup trailer.  Please alert your loved ones to ALWAYS look for the connecting 
rod before pulling into the passing lane after a truck.

There was a time when parents told their kids to be safe on long trips by 
following a semi-truck for miles and miles.  It is dangerous to do so, es-
pecially if they follow the semi too closely. If the car driver can’t see the 
semi’s side view mirrors, that means that the semi driver can’t see the ve-
hicle following.  And at the rate of speed some kids are driving these days, 
especially distracted, it only takes a second or two to crash into the semi 
-trailer.  The vehicle and its driver will be the losers of those types of colli-
sions.  Strongly urge your loved ones to give semis plenty of space.

And don’t get me started about four-wheelers that remain in the passing 
lane much longer than necessary.  I really dislike seeing a vehicle hover 
beside my trailer for an extended length of time.  A tire blow-out or wheel 
flying off doesn’t happen often, but often enough that the vehicle should 
pass the semi as quickly and safely as possible. Alert your loved ones to 
this item as well.

On another subject, your Executive Committee and Board members devote 
long volunteer hours to supporting, promoting, and preserving your liveli-
hood.  Each one is available to answer your questions or to receive/deliver 
your positive ideas to the Association.  Each one is listed in your monthly 
issue of the Trucking News.  Don’t hesitate to take advantage of their help.

I encourage you to take a few days off to join your fellow truckers for the 
Spring/Summer Board meeting and Cliff Tjaden fishing tournament in 
Chamberlain in May.  It may seem difficult to be away from your business, 
but I assure you, it is time very well-spent.  You will return to your work 
refreshed, renewed, maybe a little tanned, but with more business connec-
tions, a few good stories, and a few freshly caught fish.  Join us on May 
6th at 1:00 for the Board meeting at Chamberlain’s AmericInn.   The real 
fun begins at the Fishing Calcutta held that evening after a hosted dinner, 
and continues with the Fishing Event 7:30 to 3:30 the next day, May 7th.  
Everyone is absolutely invited to attend.  See you there!

SDTA’S BOARD OF DIRECTORSSDTA’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
GREG BALDWIN
STEVE BENNING
DAVE DAILEY
SHANNA GRAY
EVAN GRONG
PETE HALVERSON
ERIC HAMIEL
JEFF HANNAHS
RANDY HARTLEY 
STEVE HOFFMAN
LARRY KLAAHSEN
JUSTIN LARSON
CHRIS LUTICK 
THOMAS MURPHY
MATT PARKER
BRETT SNOOZY
BRIAN STERN
RYAN VIESSMAN

SDTA’S PAST CHAIRPERSONSSDTA’S PAST CHAIRPERSONS
STAN ANDERS
LARRY ANDERSON
ROBERT APPELWICK 
DAVID BULTSMA
TED BULTSMA 
RICH BURNS  
ROBERT CHRISTIAN
DARROLD DEAN 
BERNARD FELDHAUS
MIKE HABECK
RICK HOOGENDOORN
ALTON PALMER
JEFF PARKER 
GENE PHILLIPS
MICHELLE SCHIPPER
RANDY THOMPSON
WAYNE VIESSMAN
STEPHEN WILLERS
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SDTA’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEESDTA’S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
JERRY OLLERICH, CHAIRMANJERRY OLLERICH, CHAIRMAN
BOB WILLEY, VICE CHAIRMAN BOB WILLEY, VICE CHAIRMAN 
JUSTIN ANDERS, TREASURERJUSTIN ANDERS, TREASURER
TOM MURPHY, SECRETARYTOM MURPHY, SECRETARY
ROBERT CHRISTIAN, PAST CHAIRMANROBERT CHRISTIAN, PAST CHAIRMAN
RICK HOOGENDOORN, ATA VICE PRES.RICK HOOGENDOORN, ATA VICE PRES.
MYRON L. RAU, PRESIDENTMYRON L. RAU, PRESIDENT
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President’s
We had a weather teaser last weekend with temperatures in the 80s, 
but since then it has been back to reality with temperatures in the 
40s and 50s with intermittent rain. I just hope we have reached the 
turn and there will not be any more snowfall. 

The summer meeting of the SDTA Board of Directors is scheduled 
for Thursday, May 6th immediately preceding the annual Cliff Tjaden 
Fishing Event. As a reminder, I offer that every member of the SDTA 
is allowed and encouraged to attend meetings of the Board of Direc-
tors. Please review the “Dates to Remember” printed in this edition 

of the Trucking News. We have an action packed couple of months ahead. Please par-
ticipate in any way you can!

In mid May, your ATA State Vice President, Rick Hoogendoorn and I will be attend-
ing the ATA’s Mid-Year Management Meeting in San Antonio, TX. This meeting serves 
as the semi annual board of directors meeting for the American Trucking Associations. 
This event also provides a great opportunity to spend time with truckers from across 
the country and share issues of mutual concern. This is a very important meeting for 
our State Vice President to attend; it is where ATA Policies are discussed, changed and 
formulated. If there is a particular issue that you would like Rick or me to carry to the 
meeting, please call one of us and share your thoughts about the matter. I know the list 
of federal issues is long, we genuinely appreciate your input.

Unfortunately, the SDTA Truck Driving Championships were cancelled again this year 
mainly due to cancellation of the national competition. COVID just seems to continue to 
interfere with what we refer to as “normal life”. 

Stay safe and stay healthy!

Myron L. Rau, President

      Pam Kolseth       Michelle Wells                  Jay Steensma           Patty Hinz
            Comptroller                            Executive Assistant                             Printshop Manager             Office Assistant/Graphic Designer
   pam@sdautodealer.com         michelle@sdautodealer.com                jay@sdautodealer.com              patty@sdautodealer.com    pam@sdautodealer.com         michelle@sdautodealer.com                jay@sdautodealer.com              patty@sdautodealer.com 



 

THERMO KING of SIOUX FALLS, INC. 
Website 
www.thermokingsf.com 
 
 

Location 
1709 N. Cliff Ave 
Sioux Falls, SD 57103 
 
Hours 
On Call 24/7 
Monday – Friday:  7:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday:      8:00am to 12:00pm 
 

Phone 
Office: (605) 334-5162 
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Congratulations to John Snowe, Congratulations to John Snowe, 
K&J Trucking, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD.K&J Trucking, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD.
He was selected as the April 2021 
Driver of the Month by the South Da-
kota Safety Management Council.

John has been a professional truck 
driver for over 13 years, 
11 of which were logged 
for K&J Trucking, Inc.  

He has nearly 1.5 million 
accident-free miles!

John was named the Driver of the 
Month once before in 2018.  He is a 
driver trainer for K&J Trucking, Inc.  He 
joined as a company driver, but recently 
became an owner-operator.  He is safe-
ty conscious and has a lot of patience.

John resides in Yankton, SD.

The South Dakota Trucking Association 
joins the Safety Management Council 
in congratulating John Snowe for being 
selected as the April 2021 Driver of 
the Month.
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HATCH
Agency, Inc.

Your SERVICE Truck
Insurance Agency Since 1980.

Truck Insurance Specialists

TOLL FREE  1-800-328-8451  FAX: (952) 933-8040   
Email: mhatch@hatchagency.com 6121 Baker Road / Suite 102  Minnetonka, MN 55345  (952) 933-8080

FULL SERVICE TRUCK INSURANCE AGENCY
HANDLING ALL TYPES OF COVERAGE:

“ We’re dedicated in providing the best quality 
insurance service in the industry today.

Transportation insurance is our only business.”

� CAPTIVES
� LONG HAUL
� INDEPENDENT

FLEETS
� EXCESS LIABILITY/

UMBRELLAS

� PRIMARY LIABILITY
PHYSICAL DAMAGE 
AND CARGO

� SAFETY SERVICES
� BOBTAIL LIABILITY
� LOCAL

Complete Truck
INSURANCE SERVICE

http://hatchagency.com
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 Diamond $1000       Ruby $750      Emerald $500      Saphire $250      Topaz $100

                                  
                               

• Sack lunches (# needed        ) available at Cedar Shore parking lot between 7:00 - 7:30 a.m.
• Boat Slips will be handed out at the Calcutta Thursday evening, May 6th
• Boats launch from Cedar Shore Marina starting at 8:00 am / Weigh-in no later than 3:30 pm
• Fish will be weighed at Cedar Shore cleaning station & available for those who fish
• Cost $75 per person (includes Friday’s sack lunch)
• Please check here if you can provide a boat r
• Number of people that can be added to fish from your boat
• Please check here if you need to be assigned to a fishing boat r                   

 TEAM MEMBERS   Team Captain email & cell:

1.                         3.
2.                         4.

DO YOU PLAN TO ATTEND THE CALCUTTA THURSDAY, MAY 6TH?

Yes I plan to attend the dinner at the AmericInn.  Number attending:                          No I will not be attending dinner.
Cash bar opens at 6:00 p.m. with dinner to follow.  The Calcutta will be held after dinner.  Each registered boat will 
be auctioned off to the highest bidder.  50% of the funds raised in calcutta is paid out.  The Calcutta is as much fun 
as the fishing itself! 

The SDTA Summer Board Meeting is open to all SDTA Members.  It’s Thursday at 1:00 p.m. at the AmericInn 
Yes I plan to attend the Summer Board Meeting.  Number attending:                              No I will not be attending.

Payment Information:

Name
Company
Address
City/State/Zip

r Bill Company     r Check Enclosed       Credit Card   r Discover  r Mastercard  r Visa  r American Express
Card Number              Expiration Date                    CVV#
Printed Card Holder Name
Card Holder Signature

We’ve upped the anti...

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

FRIDAY, MAY 7, 2021
Held at: 

AmericInn • 1981 E King St  • Chamberlain • (605) 496-9493

ANNUAL CLIFF TJADEN FISHING EVENT

First Place Boat: $750     2nd Place Boat: $500     3rd Place Boat: $250First Place Boat: $750     2nd Place Boat: $500     3rd Place Boat: $250



2300 W 49TH STREET I SIOUX FALLS, SD 57105 I WWW.FISCHERROUNDS.COM

Specializing in Transportation Risk, Commercial, Auto, Home & Bonds

605-336-4444 I FAX: 605-274-9034
 TOLL FREE: 877-789-3773

605-336-2795 I FAX: 605-336-2756
TOLL FREE: 800-765-3346

RUSS STOUGH
Account Executive

rstough@FischerRounds.com

JODIE HUNHOFF
Account Manager

jhunhoff@FischerRounds.com

BONNIE JOHNSON
Asst. Account Manager

bjohnson@fischerrounds.com

CIERA VANDER WEL
Asst. Account Manager

cvanderwel@fischerrounds.com

AMANDA BORTH
Account Manager

aborth@FischerRounds.com

GREG BALDWIN
Account Executive

gbaldwin@FischerRounds.com

www.siouxlandtrailer.comwww.siouxlandtrailer.com

 HARRISBURG, SD    HARRISBURG, SD           SIOUX CITY, IA    SIOUX CITY, IA            GLENWOOD, IA   GLENWOOD, IA   
  877-449-5400            877-449-5400              800-274-2364        855-520-6969800-274-2364        855-520-6969

FULL SERVICE AND PARTSFULL SERVICE AND PARTS
MAJOR TANK REPAIR & TESTINGMAJOR TANK REPAIR & TESTING

ASME R STAMP FACILITYASME R STAMP FACILITY
HYDROSTATIC, D.O.T, VISUALHYDROSTATIC, D.O.T, VISUAL

CERTIFICATION & INSPECTIONSCERTIFICATION & INSPECTIONS

DEALER FOR THE FOLLOWING NEW AND USED TRAILERS:DEALER FOR THE FOLLOWING NEW AND USED TRAILERS:
TANKS, FLATBEDS, STEP-DECKS, GRAINTANKS, FLATBEDS, STEP-DECKS, GRAIN

SIDE-BELLY & END DUMPS, HEAVY EQUIPMENTSIDE-BELLY & END DUMPS, HEAVY EQUIPMENT
DRY VANS, REEFERS AND WESTERN SNOW PLOWSDRY VANS, REEFERS AND WESTERN SNOW PLOWS

MMatt Sommervold, Service Manageratt Sommervold, Service Manager       J       Jeff Harms, Service Manager eff Harms, Service Manager          I-29 S         I-29 South outh EExitxit 35 35

         Shania Rozeboom, Parts                      Cory Barnes, Parts                Dean Palmer, Service Manager         Shania Rozeboom, Parts                      Cory Barnes, Parts                Dean Palmer, Service Manager

      Kevin VanOverschelde, Sales           Travis Buhman, Sales                     Wil Niemeier, Parts       Kevin VanOverschelde, Sales           Travis Buhman, Sales                     Wil Niemeier, Parts 

                Kevin Kiewel, Sales                       Mark Trively, Sales                Kevin Kiewel, Sales                       Mark Trively, Sales

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

http://fischerrounds.com
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What Does The SDTA Safety Management Council Do?What Does The SDTA Safety Management Council Do?
On the third Tuesday of every month, the SDTA Safety Management Council meets at the SD Truck-
ing Association office.  This is a group of professional men and women who collectively discuss safety 
issues affecting the trucking industry.
We meet at 11:30 a.m. for a complimentary lunch prior to the start of each meeting.  For those who 
are unable to get to Sioux Falls for the meeting, we have the option to join in via Zoom.  Although 
you won’t be able to enjoy the complimentary lunch, you will definitely get a lot of safety-related in-
formation by joining in on the meetings.  Below is the registration form for all who are interested.

Schedule of Annual Dues:

Please print or type the information requested:

Company Name:

Phone:      Fax:

Mailing Address:

Street Address:

City:        State:   Zip:

Company Member(s)
Name & Title:             Email Address:

r Check Enclosed

Credit Card:    r Discover    r Mastercard    r Visa    r American Express     

Card Number:

Expiration Date:     CVV #:

Printed Card Holder Name:

Card Holder Signature:

Signed:            Dated:

REMIT TO:  SDTA, PO Box 89008, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9008, michelle@southdakotatrucking.com

SDTA SAFETY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 2021 ANNUAL DUES STATEMENT

Minimum membership dues for one company member:   $50
Each additional company member:       $20

Example: Membership for three company representatives:  $50 + $20 + $20 = $90

Drug Testing
Clearinghouse

CBD use can 
alter  drug testing

results

Advice on Software
          - side cameras
          - forward/rear
            facing cameras

DOT Certified 
Substance Abuse 

Professionals 
(SAP)



4928 N CLIFF AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57104
(605) 444-8820

In and Out. On the Road.
Quick and easy scheduling for truck drivers at two locations. 
WorkFORCE provides:

• Workers compensation injury care
• In clinic nursing and MD services
• Industrial exposure follow-up and 

physicals
• Pre-employment, fit-for-duty and 

return-to-work exams
• Customizable lift tests, hearing  

and vision exams

• Beginning-to-end claims 
management

• Physical therapy
• DOT and Non-DOT Drug screening 

programs
• Random UDS Generation
• Breath Alcohol Testing

Quick. Simple. Eff icient.

Call today to set up 
your free consultation!

7600 S MINNESOTA AVE. 
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57108 
(605) 271-9000

workFORCEOH.com

Phone 888.877.8567  |  Fax 360.705.6836  |  transponderadmin@wsdot.wa.gov

The NORPASS Board of Directors are committed to promoting safe and 
efficient trucking throughout North America. NORPASS encourages 
the use of mainline screening devices allowing participating safe and 
legal commercial vehicles to bypass specific weigh stations allowing 
enforcement to concentrate its efforts on high-risk carriers. 

Use of a transponder is voluntary. The only cost to the carrier is the 
charge for the transponder. There are no monthly or annual fees. 

TTo avoid stopping at weigh stations call 1-888-877-8567.

WWW.NORPASS.ORG

http://www.workforceoh.com
http://www.firstcfcu.com
http://www.norpass.org


TRUCKING NEWS ~ PAGE 13

Sioux City, Council Bluffs,  Des Moines, IA
Norfolk & Lincoln, NE

First-Class Trucks, Parts,
Service & Body Shops

•  800-444-7383  •

midwest peterbilt group

pbtruck.comwww.

UCR has developed a new 
tool to assist potential
registrants in learning 
whether they need to
register under UCR. 

The UCR Decision Tree 
is available on:

www.plan/ucr.gov

http://www.pbtruck.com
http://www.plan/ucr.gov


The trucking industry has come 
a long way in the past couple of decades 
in telling its story of essentiality. Our 
image has never been better. But, 
we cannot stop sharing about the 
frontline work the industry does each 
and every day. We have to maintain our 
efforts to promote this great industry 
and to help more Americans understand 
that nothing moves without trucking. Why?  
A safe and professional industry image helps to get more 
favorable laws passed, more good news stories told in 
the media, and more drivers attracted to the industry – 
contributing to a robust, resilient industry.

Consider giving to Trucking Moves America 
Forward (TMAF) to fund the movement

Whether $100 or $10,000, each donation goes a long way. Visit the TMAF 
home page and click on DONATE or visit https://donations.trucking.org

TruckingMovesAmerica.com

YOUR SUPPOR T

FUELS OUR
MOVEMENT

http://www.TruckingMovesAmerica.com
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                  Sean McNally
March 24, 2021                                               (703) 838-1995

ATA ANNOUNCES FORMATION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT ADVISORY BOARD
Panel will focus on strengthening trucking’s relationship with law enforcement organizations

Arlington, Virginia – Today, the American Trucking Associations announced the formation of its Law Enforcement Advisory Board—a new 
panel that will advise the ATA Federation on ways to grow and strengthen relationships between the trucking industry and law enforcement 
organizations across the country. The board is comprised of ATA members who have previous experience in federal, state, and local law en-
forcement, as well as current and retired law enforcement officials who have contributed positively to the partnership between both groups.

“No two groups have a stronger and more consistent presence on our nation’s highways than law enforcement officers and American truck-
ers,” said ATA President and CEO Chris Spear.“Therein lies a strategic opportunity for greater collaboration, increased communication, and 
new bonds. The incredible depth and breadth of experience represented on this board will be an invaluable asset for our industry, the law 
enforcement community, and the safety of the motoring public alike.” 

The 22 members of the Law Enforcement Advisory Board will convene bimonthly to identify areas of opportunity and provide recommenda-
tions on priority issues. During its inaugural meeting, held virtually last week, the board identified primary issues it will focus on in the com-
ing weeks and months, including combatting human trafficking; increasing truck parking capacity and ensuring driver safety at rest stops; 
commercial motor vehicle safety and security; and enhancing access to training for drivers and company safety personnel. 

The 22 Advisory Board Members are:

Derek Barrs, HNTB Corporation
Joe Allen Boyd, professional driver, Walmart Inc.
Rick Cates, Marsh USA Inc.
Tim Cardwell, National High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 
  (HIDTA) Assistance Center 
Butch Day, Yellow Corporation 
Jeff DeVere, DeVere Public Affairs and Consulting
Floyd Dixon, FedEx Freight
Fred Fakkema, Zonar Systems, Inc.
Jeff Ferber, ABF Freight System
Kent Grisham, Nebraska Trucking Association
Chris Harris, ABF Freight System

Parker Harrison, Old Dominion Freight Line
Jim Kochenderfer, Werner Enterprises 
Mike Martin, Old Dominion Freight Line 
John McKown, professional driver, UPS Freight
Ray Miller, McAnally Wilkins Insurance 
Dana Moore, Texas Trucking Association
Myron Rau, South Dakota Trucking Association
John Spiros, Roehl Transport
Jeffrey Tippit, City of La Porte Police Department 
Christopher Vinson, Midlothian Police Department 
Donnie Ware, ABF Freight System

The LEAB members have current or previous affiliation with the following 27 law enforcement entities:

California Highway Patrol 
City of La Porte, Texas Police Department 
Clay County, West Virginia Sheriff’s Department 
DeSoto, Texas Police Department 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Florida Highway Patrol 
Fort Smith, Arkansas Police Department
Fremont, Nebraska Police Department 
Gassaway, West Virginia Police Department 
Howard County, Maryland Police Department
Jackson, Tennessee Police Department
Madison County, Florida Sheriff’s Department 
McKinney, Texas Police Department 
Midland, Texas Police Department 

Midlothian, Texas Police Department 
National High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Assistance Center 
North Carolina Highway Patrol 
Ocean City, Maryland Police Department 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
U.S. Air Force Security Police 
U.S. Secret Service
U.S. Navy Military Police 
Rowlett, Texas Police Department 
Sarpy County, Nebraska Sheriff’s Office 
South Dakota Highway Patrol 
Texas Department of Public Safety
Washington State Patrol



EXPERTS IN 
TRUCKING

AUTHORITY SETUPBOOK-
KEEPINGEQUIPMENT 
FINANCINGFACTORING-
FUEL DISCOUNTSIRP/IFTA 
LICENSING & REPORTING-
SAFETY & DOT COMPLI-
ANCETRUCK INSURANCE

STEP

1
CONTACT US

STEP

2
QUICK  

CONSULTATION

STEP

3
PICK THE SERVICES  

YOU NEED

• IRP/IFTA Licensing & Reporting 
• Authority Setup
• Truck Insurance
• Fuel Discounts
• Bookkeeping
• Equipment Leasing & Financing
• Factoring

(605) 332-5802 • cslicensing.comGET IN TOUCH
Let us answer your questions

PARTNER WITH THE EXPERTS
With more than THREE DECADES proven track 
record of assisting trucking companies with 
all the challenges of their back office, C&S 
Licensing can be the difference in your company 
succeeding or failing. We take pride in the 
success of every customer we have, regardless 
of how big or small they are. Get a FREE Quick 
Consultation with one of our experts and see if 
we can help you. It only takes a few minutes.

(605) 332-5802 • cslicensing.com

http://www.cslicensing.com
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As a grounded containership blocks cargo traffic through the 
Suez Canal for a third straight day, the ripple effects of the in-
cident could disrupt trade networks for weeks or even months, 
choking ports that are already struggling with freight delays, 
container shortages, and pandemic surges.
Evergreen Marine, the Taiwanese container line that oper-
ates the Ever Given vessel which ran hard aground during a 
sandstorm this week, said Thursday that it had dispatched 
maritime professional rescue teams from the Netherlands and 
Japan to help the ship’s captain and the Suez Canal Authority 
budge the giant ship loose and refloat it.
But some reports now say that officials may have to unload 

Domino effects of Suez Canal blockage could last for months
Rush of cargo could swamp European ports once jammed ship is freed.

containers from the vessel to lighten its weight and dislodge it from the Egyptian sands, an operation 
that could take weeks to complete and would worsen existing freight delays across European ports, 
supply chain visibility company Project44 said.
In fact, several containerships waiting for passage through the vital shortcut have already voted with 
their feet, laying new routes to sail clear around the southern tip of Africa to make their way between 
Europe and Asia, a move that would add nearly two weeks to each ship’s voyage, according to pub-
lished reports.
Neither option allows ships to deliver their cargo on time, creating a scenario that could create a 
domino effect, since many of the stalled ships are mega-vessels navigating the Asia-Euro route, mak-
ing multiple stops in European ports, project44 said. And with even more cargo waiting at Chinese 
ports for vessels to transport it to those European markets, the same delays are equally problematic in 
the Euro-Asia direction.
“Once the log-jam is broken, major ports in Rotterdam, Antwerp, and Hamburg will be swamped,” 
Project44 CEO Jett McCandless said in a release. “That congestion will have rolling effects further 
down the supply chain for months to come, exacerbating an already problematic situation at major
European ports. With inventories dropping as a result, unfortunately that means the costs will be 
passed on to the consumer.”
Since marine carriers sail complex routes through multiple ports, any further delay in clearing the 
wedged Evergreen ship could create “a severe knock-on effect,” agreed Nikolaus Sievers, vice presi-
dent of global customer success at Slync.io, a logistics software provider for global shippers, logistics 
service providers (LSPs), and carriers.
“In that scenario, there aren’t enough hours in the day for logistics operators to make up for lost time 
servicing shippers who are all fighting for the same limited resources and capacity,” Sievers said in a 
release. “It’s highly likely that shippers moving cargo from East Asia to Europe are right now sending 
frantic emails to their LSPs and carriers to confirm whether or not their cargo is affected, leaving those 
service providers to sort through piles of messy data and communications and take action based on 
what might or might not be delayed.”
As delay and confusion spread, the impacts will be felt by both businesses and consumers, said Tony 
Pelli, practice director for security and resilience at BSI Group, a London-based business consulting 
firm.
“Approximately 3.3 million tons, or about $400 million worth of cargo, passes through the canal per 
hour and this will have far reaching impacts,” Pelli said in a statement. “Companies in Europe that are 
reliant upon raw materials coming through the canal, such as the auto industry, are likely to be affect-
ed as the blockage continues. This could have ripple effects for consumers, especially in Europe, but it 
would likely take a couple of weeks to begin to feel them.”
Reprinted from https://www.dcvelocity.com/articles/50040-domino-effects-of-suez-canal-blockage-could-last-for-months

https://www.dcvelocity.com/articles/50040-domino-effects-of-suez-canal-blockage-could-last-for-months


1130 SOUTH BURR I PO BOX 820 I MITCHELL, SD 57301 I 605-996-4698 I 800-967-4285 I FAX 605-996-1417

Looking for truck, work comp, cargo or farm insurance? 
With a combined total of over 50 years’ experience, Dan Backlund, Nick Backlund, 
Jonilyn Gau, Jordan Gau, Patty O’Connor and Jane Swenson are ready to help you with 
your insurance needs. Our markets can write local or long distance trucking for livestock, 
reefers, tankers, flatbeds and sand & gravel haulers.

Give us a call today at 800-967-4285.

JORDAN GAU
Account Executive

Jgau1@fischerrounds.com

NICK BACKLUND
Account Executive

nbacklund@FischerRounds.com

JANE SWENSON
Account Manager

jswenson@FischerRounds.com

PATTY O’CONNOR
Account Manager

poconnor@FischerRounds.com

DAN BACKLUND
Account Executive

dbacklund@FischerRounds.com

JONILYN GAU
Account Manager

jgau@FischerRounds.com

When it comes to on-highway trucks, 
you can trust Butler Machinery with all 

your parts and service needs to keep 
you on the road when it matters most. 
As a member of the HDA Truck Pride 
Parts Network, we offer a complete 
line of bumper-to-bumper parts from 
manufacturers such as Bendix, Delco 

Remy and more.   

Call today to schedule service.

ALL MAKES.  
ALL MODELS.  

FULL SERVICE  
TRUCK CENTER  

877.365.8114
BUTLERMACHINERY.COM

mailto:www.truck-insurors.com?subject=
http://butlermachinery.com
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9/8/219/8/21 to  to 9/10/219/10/21

Ramkota Inn/Best Western Plus Ramkota Inn/Best Western Plus 
3200 West Maple Street, Sioux Falls, SD3200 West Maple Street, Sioux Falls, SD

PLAN TO JOIN US FOR THE A� UAL SDTA CONVENTIONPLAN TO JOIN US FOR THE A9 UAL SDTA CONVENTIONPLAN TO JOIN US FOR THE A  ̂ UAL SDTA CONVENTIONPLAN TO JOIN US FOR THE A� UAL SDTA CONVENTION



DOT 
PHYSICALS n Nationally Registered Certified Medical

Examiners
n Physicals Available Same Day
n All DOT-Mandated Paperwork Completed
n Same-day Verification of Medical

Certificate
n Convenient and Affordable
n Complimentary Reminder Notification of

DOT Renewals

For appointments and further information, 
please contact...

1900 Grasslands Drive
Mitchell, SD 57301

1-605-995-5701 
www.Avera.org/OccMedMitchell

http://www.istatetruck.com
http://www.avera.org/occmedmitchell
http://fbdmn.com
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SAND MAN
BOARD

ANSWERS: 

1. SANDBOX

2. MAN OVERBOARD

3. I UNDERSTAND

4. READING BETWEEN THE LINES

5. LONG UNDERWEAR

6. CROSSROADS

7. DOWNTOWN

8. TRICYCLE

9. SPLIT LEVEL

10. 3 DEGREES BELOW ZERO

11. NEON LIGHTS

12. CIRCLES UNDER YOUR EYES

13. HIGHCHAIR

14. PARADISE

15. TOUCHDOWN

16. 6 FEET UNDERGROUND

17. MIND OVER MATTER

18. HE’S BESIDE HIMSELF

19. BACKWARDS GLANCE

20. LIFE AFTER DEATH

21. GI OVERSEAS

22. SPACE PROGRAM

23. SEE THROUGH BLOUSE

24. JUST BETWEEN YOU AND ME



mailto:www.midstatesutility.com?subject=


The Audacity of “Nope”
by Douglas B. Marcello, Marcello and Kivista, LLC

Do not take a post-accident written or recorded statement from your driver."My simple, declarative statement in a recent safety 
and risk presentation ignited a lengthy debate regarding the wisdom of the advice.

The safety and risk attendees were surprised at the notion. For most, the driver's post-accident statement is a standard, ac-
cepted practice. "F{ow else can we learn the facts of the accident, address driver behavior, and document the file?"they asked.

I appreciate their reservation. I understand their concerns. I agree that change must be preceded with thoughtful consideration 
of the alternative. My perspective, however, is from the field of litigation. My job is to defend trucking companies and their insur-
ers in suits arising from accidents.

From that perspective, I have seen the abuse of these statements by those who see any unfortunate accident, no matter of the 
magnitude or the result, as an exploitable opportunity to prey upon the carrier. I have seen the mis-characterization of any writ-
ten documentation of the driver by those who view your units as 18-wheel ATM’s.

In the end, the utility of any statement should be weighed against the cost or potential cost in litigation- The following are some 
considerations from my perspective in defending truckers and trucking companies in lawsuits.

Statements Help The Plaintiff

A statement from our driver great benefits those who sue us. It rivals the police report as their most useful documentary evi-
dence. It tips the playing field in their favor.

Think of the great benefit we would have if we could get a statement f¡om the plaintiff to lock him into his version of the acci-
dent. Rarely, if ever, are we able to do so. His attorney recludes contact and prevents this from occurring.

So why serve up our driver’s version on a platter by taking his statement post accident? This statement, generally discoverable, 
is then used against us in depositions or at trial to parse conflicts with other versions of the driver or facts of the case.

Should you have any doubt as to the value plaintiff attorneys place on our self-generated statements, you should see their reac-
tions in those cases in which we do not provide a report- incredulity bordering on skepticism. The driver statement is among the 
first things plaintiff attorneys request, and they often cannot hide their disappointment when they discover we’ve broken this 
age-old tradition of doing their work for them.

Without our post-accident statement, the plaintiff attorney is faced with having to get the facts by discovery. In other words, he 
has to work for it just like we do.

Limitations in the Recollection of the Event 

An accident is multi- elemental. It is the convergence of time and distance, speed and force. Every time our driver is asked 
about the accident, he is invariably asked to relate a finite quantity to each of these particular components of the accident 
based upon his instantaneous assessment in the fractional seconds of the event.

“How fast. . .?”  “How far. . . ?” “How much time. . .?” We seek to elicit specific facts supposedly gleaned by a driver in the 
instant of the occurrence as he is trying to perceive and react to the unfolding events. We ask him to remember particular facts 
of a time when his focus was on reacting within a fraction of a second to the unfolding events.

This is the reason that most police departments refrain from taking a statement from an officer immediately after his use of 
force.’The ability to recall the specifics of an instantaneous occurrence is limited at best.

Why, then, should we place our drivers in the position of being forever committed to such finite facts immediately after the ac-
cident?

Potential Conflict with Other Statements 

The driver’s recollection will vary each time it is retrieved. This is not dishonest, but a reality of human nature. Any post- ac-
cident statement creates the potential for conflict with other statements-to the police, in deposition, or even at trial. Why create 
such conflict in the absence of overwhelming benefit?

NOT PRESENTED AS LEGAL ADVICE - REPRINTED FROM ATA’S SAFETY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

(continued on page 25) TRUCKING NEWS ~ PAGE 23



Cash on Delivery

1108 WASHINGTON AVE S | PO BOX 328 | MADISON, SD 57042 | WWW.FIRSTLINEFUNDINGGROUP.COM

CALL US TODAY AT 877.609.6717
H O L L I  E X T .  ( 6 4 3 2 )       C H R I S  E X T .  ( 6 4 3 0 )

HOLLI YANDA
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATE

CHRIS DOBERSTEIN
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATE

High advance with low competitive rates

Same day cash options available* Cut off times may vary

– request to your bank, request to fuel – you tell us

Fuel card program with generous discounts

24/7 Online account access with free credit checks

Advances available for insurance, payroll, equipment purchases and repairs

Refer your friends and receive cash bonus on signed accounts

Fast and easy application – account typically set up within 24 hours

http://www.firstlinefundinggroup.com


The Audacity of “Nope” continued...
Requiring the driver to commit his recollection to a statement or written report immediately after the accident creates yet one 
more opportunity for conflict.

Potential Conflict with Other Evidence

As noted above, we demand the driver recount and quantify the specifics of the accident from what he could glean in the fog of 
the accident. A post-accident statement etches these quantities in stone.

Why? Much, if not all of this evidence is ascertainable by mechanical and scientific means. The ECM download and accident 
reconstruction can provide precise numbers or at least ranges of each of these quantities.

These mechanically and scientifically determined times, speeds, and distances will trump any instantaneous subjective quanti-
fications of the driver. Thus, any conflict empowers those who question the truthfulness of our driver, no matter how well mean-
ing and honest the quantities he provided.

Limited Litigation Value

Our driver’s statement is of little, if any value to us in litigation. The only possible use is to “refresh his recollection” if he has 
absolutely no recall. Not a mis-recollection - absolutely no recall. How do you think that looks to the jury?

The driver is totally blank on vital fact in the case and needs a piece of paper from his attorney to recall.

Sure, there are explanations. It is natural to be nervous on the stand. The statement is his recollection from shorty after the ac-
cident. However, in a medium dependent on jury perception as to who is telling the truth and has the most reliable recollection of 
the facts, your case is in trouble if your driver needs a statement to remember key facts.

So, let’s balance the limited use of a post-accident report to revive a recollection against the overwhelming downside. ( A mis-
recollection by the driver that conflicts with his own statement is subject to cross-examination by evidence we created, and only 
results in undermining his credibility.

“Now, Mr. Driver, in the statement you gave your own safety director shorty after the accident, you said. . ..” Maybe it is the fact 
that I can hear this in my sleep that leads me to urge the end to taking these statements.

Potential Incrimination of Our Driver

Think about it. You take a statement from the driver who makes an admission that can be used by the police to bring criminal 
charges.

For example, in a rear-end accident resulting in serious injury or death, an admission by the driver of an activity that distracted 
his attention could result in criminal charges, including homicide by vehicle.   Your subpoenaed statement could be Exhibit A in 
the criminal trial.

And, the impact of subpoenaed statements is not limited to the driver. His conviction or guilty plea could result in automatic 
negligence of your company. It could provide a spring board for punitive damages.

Conclusions

These are the primary reasons, based upon my litigation perspective, that I counsel against taking written or oral post-accident 
statements or written reports from our drivers. The value of doing so is far outweighed by the potential damage.
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We are sad to announce that we did not meet our minimum     
requirement of 25 driver participants for the 2021 SD Truck 
Driving Championships.

Because of this, we reluctantly announce that the 2021 South Dakota Truck 
Driving Championships have been cancelled.



Full-time or seasonal employment opportunities  
available at AGTEGRA COOPERATIVE

GRAIN / AGRONOMY / PETROLEUM / FEED / AG TECHNOLOGY

START HERE. GROW HERE.

HEALTH, VISION AND DENTAL INSURANCE 

401K & PENSION RETIREMENT PLAN 

PAID TIME OFF & HOLIDAY PAY

CLOTHING & BOOT ALLOWANCE

APPLY TODAY AT WWW.AGTEGRA.COM/CAREERS

3 Bay Truck Wash - One Bay Designated For Wash Outs On Reefers and Hoppers

http://agtegra/com
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• Spring/Summer Board of Directors Meeting and the Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event at the AmericInn, Chamber-
lain. The Executive Committee will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 6, 2021 followed by a full board 
meeting starting at 1:00 p.m. on the same day. The fishing Calcutta will be held after a hosted dinner. 
The Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event is scheduled for 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday, May 7, 2021.

• South Dakota Truck Driving Championships, Southeast Technical Institute, Sioux Falls, SD starting at 
7:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 15, 2021.  CANCELLED

• Wheel Jam, State Fairgrounds, Huron, SD - June 3 through June 6, 2021.

• 15th Annual West River Poker Run - June 26, 2021 - Start at Dale’s Tire at 9:00 a.m..

• West River SDTA and Logging Industry Golf Event - June 27, 2021 - Tomahawk Golf Course starting at 
9:00 a.m..

• East River Golf Event - 9:00 a.m. shotgun start on Thursday, July 22, 2021 at the Brandon Golf Course.

• National Truck Driving Championships - Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN on August 11 
through 14, 2021.   CANCELLED

• Annual Convention - Ramkota Hotel, Sioux Falls on September 8 - 10, 2021.

• Annual guided pheasant hunt is on Thursday, November 11, 2021 - leave the hotel in Pierre at 9:00 a.m.

• SDTA Fall Board of Directors Meeting - Executive Committee will meet at 8:00 a.m. with the full board to 
convene at 10:00 a.m. all at RedRossa, Pierre, SD on Friday, November 12, 2021.

• West River Legislative Reception - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at Minerva’s in Rapid City - Monday, November 22, 
2021.

• East River Legislative Reception (NextGen Group meeting at 4:30) - Minerva’s in Sioux Falls - Thursday, 
December 9, 2021, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

• Winter Executive Committee Meeting - 10:00 a.m. on Monday, February 14, 2022 at the Ramkota Hotel 
& Conference Center, Pierre. Followed by the Winter Board of Directors Meeting at 12:30 p.m. The Winter 
Reception with Legislators will follow at 6:00 p.m. All events of the day are scheduled at the Ramkota  
Hotel & Conference Center, Pierre.



4400 S. Lewis Blvd.
P.O. Box 6300
Sioux City, IA 51106-6300
Toll Free 800-798-2002
Fax 712-252-6510
Mobile 712-490-7414

Tim Kotalik
Sales Representative

Parts: 800-728-5334 • Service: 800-397-5331
www.wilsontrailer.com • e-mail: tim.kotalik@wilsontrailer.com

Merle Wollman, CLU

Offices also in Mitchell, Pierre, Watertown and Rapid City
Business | Home | Health | Life

At Your Service. At Your Side.

The Coverage You Want. 

 

The Commitment You Need.

2300 W. 49th St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-334-0004
Fax: 605-334-1700
Toll Free: 888-340-3574
FischerRounds.com

Layne Somsen

http://wilsontrailer.com
http://floydstrucks.com
http://www.FischerRounds.com
http://www.dixoninsurance.com
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DRIVER OF THE MONTH NOMINATION FORM & RULES



We promote safe
workplaces and help
get injured workers
back on the job.

SDTA's Approved Work Comp Insurer
NO. 1 WRITER OF WORK COMP IN SOUTH DAKOTA

RASCompanies.com

http://rascompanies.com


Our Insurance Professionals have over 100 
years of experience in trucking insurance 
services and can make sure you're covered 
with a plan that fits your specific needs. We're 
proud to represent Great West Casualty along 
with many other companies. 

GIVE US A CALL FOR YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS / 1-800-444-8332 

SAM KRIER
skrier@FischerRounds.com

HAILEY SPAID
hspaid@FischerRounds.com

KURT SWANSON
kswanson@FischerRounds.com

JUSTIN LARSON
jlarson@FischerRounds.com

http://www.peterbiltofsiouxfalls.com
http://fischerrounds.com


SDTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE    COMPANY     CITY         
JERRY OLLERICH, CHAIRMAN   JERRY OLLERICH TRUCKING    SIOUX FALLS    
BOB WILLEY, VICE CHAIRMAN   BOB WILLEY TRUCKING    GETTYSBURG 
JUSTIN ANDERS, TREASURER   ANDERS TRUCKING    UNION CENTER   
TOM MURPHY, SECRETARY   PARKER TRANSFER & STORAGE   SIOUX FALLS
ROBERT CHRISTIAN, PAST CHAIRMAN  BLACK HILLS LOG HAULERS ASSOCIATION  SPEARFISH
RICK HOOGENDOORN, ATA VICE PRESIDENT YRC      SIOUX FALLS    
MYRON L. RAU, PRESIDENT   SDTA      SIOUX FALLS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   COMPANY     CITY                           EXPIRES
GREG BALDWIN    BALDWIN DEBATES INSURANCE   SIOUX FALLS  2021
STEVE BENNING    AGTEGRA  COOPERATIVE    IPSWICH   2022
DAVE DAILEY    JOHNSON FEED     CANTON   2024
SHANNA GRAY    S&B TRANSPORTATION    BRANDON  2022
EVAN GRONG    VALLEY QUEEN CHEESE FACTORY   MILBANK   2022
PETE HALVERSON    THERMO KING OF SIOUX FALLS   SIOUX FALLS  2022
ERIC HAMIEL    TRANSOURCE SALES & EQUIPMENT   SIOUX FALLS  2021
JEFF HANNAHS    CROSS COUNTRY FREIGHT    SIOUX FALLS  2021
RANDY HARTLEY    HARTLEY TRANSPORTATION, INC.   WATERTOWN  2021
STEVE HOFFMAN (COUNCIL CHAIRMAN)  MID STATES TRANSPORT    SIOUX FALLS  2022
LARRY KLAAHSEN    DAKOTA TRUCK UNDERWRITERS   SIOUX FALLS  2023
JUSTIN LARSON    TRANSPORTATION INSURANCE SERVICES  PIERRE   2023
CHRIS LUTICK    UNITED PARCEL SERVICE    TINTEN FALLS, NJ  2021
THOMAS MURPHY    PARKER TRANSFER & STORAGE / NEXTGEN  SIOUX FALLS  2023
MATT PARKER    PARKER TRANSFER & STORAGE   SIOUX FALLS  2023
BRETT SNOOZY    GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY   S SIOUX CITY, NE  2024
BRIAN STERN    SDTA ASSOCIATES CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN  SIOUX FALLS  2022
RYAN VIESSMAN    CLIFF VIESSMAN, INC.    GARY   2023

PAST CHAIRPERSONS    COMPANY     CITY             EXPIRED
ROBERT CHRISTIAN    BLACK HILLS LOG HAULERS ASSOCIATION  SPEARFISH  2020
DAVID BULTSMA    D&J BULTSMA TRUCKLINE    PLATTE   2018
MIKE HABECK    HABECK TRUCKING    BELLE FOURCHE  2016
RICK HOOGENDOORN    YRC FREIGHT     SIOUX FALLS  2014
ALTON PALMER    ALTON PALMER TRUCKING    RAPID CITY  2012
WAYNE VIESSMAN    CLIFF VIESSMAN, INC.    GARY   2010
STAN ANDERS    ANDERS TRUCKING    UNION CENTER  2008
LARRY ANDERSON    A & A EXPRESS, INC.    BRANDON  2006
MICHELLE SCHIPPER    K & J TRUCKING, INC.    SIOUX FALLS  2002
BERNARD FELDHAUS, JR.   FELDHAUS TRUCKING    HOWARD   2000 
DARROLD DEAN    DIZCO, INC.     SIOUX FALLS  1998
GENE PHILLIPS    B & G TRANSPORTATION    MADISON   1996 
RICH BURNS    BURNS MOVING & STORAGE    SIOUX FALLS  1992
TED BULTSMA    BULTSMA TRUCK LINE    PLATTE   1990
RANDY THOMPSON    TBI, INC.      SIOUX FALLS  1988

SDTA SERVICES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NAME & POSITION                     COMPANY                                        EXPIRES
JUSTIN ANDERS      ANDERS TRUCKING, UNION CENTER    2021
BRAD SCHIPPER, MEMBERSHIP RETENTION DIRECTOR  SCHIPPER TRANSPORTATION, SIOUX FALLS   2023
TODD JOHNSON, PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR   JOHNSON FEED, INC., CANTON                2021
RICK UNDERWOOD, MEMBERSHIP SERVICES DIRECTOR  DALE’S TIRE & RETREADING, RAPID CITY            2022
CINDY HEIBERGER, GROUP INSURANCE DIRECTOR           TONY’S DIESEL, SIOUX FALLS              2021



505 West Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN 56156-0987 
1-800-247-9531  •  1-507-283-4405  •  FAX 1-507-283-4407
WEBSITE: www.hillsstainless.com

•  Composilite Technology
• PerfecTrak Tie Rod Technology
•  Adjustable Width and Height
•  Self Steering and Liftable

SCT13

mailto:m.sidel%40transportrefrig.com?subject=
http://www.hillsstainless.com
http://www.istate.com
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