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We’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your continued 

support. Our partnership is key to  
the success of SDTA, and we  

appreciate your participation.



2   Trucking News | DECEMBER 2023    

https://www.midstatesutility.com/
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Good day, ladies and gentlemen. I can’t believe the holidays are upon us; it 
seems like January was yesterday. I hope each one of you has a joyous and 
safe holiday season. Remember, Jesus is the reason for the season.

On the 16th of December, I will be at the Black Hills National Cemetery 
to help lay wreaths on the graves of veterans for Wreaths Across America. 
Thank you to everyone who sponsored a wreath, together, we donated 110 
wreaths for service members and their families. I can’t wait to see even more 
support next year. I can’t think of a better way to honor our veterans and 
their families for the sacrifices they made for this country.

Christine and the staff are starting to make plans for the 2024 Call on Wash-
ington. On April 9th and 10th, we will be traveling to DC, where we plan to 
meet with OOIDA and ATA along with our legislative delegation. During this 
visit, we will get the opportunity to voice our concerns and learn about new 
legislation that may affect the trucking industry. There’s no time like the 
present to get involved and have our voices heard by the people who can 
make a change.

From Karen and I, we hope you have a very Merry Christmas!

Safe travels,

Bob Willey
Bob Willey Trucking
bwilleytrucking@gmail.com

MESSAGE FROM THE  

Chairman
SDTA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bob Willey 
Chairman

Justin Anders 
Vice Chairman

Tom Murphy 
Treasurer

Ryan Viessman 
Secretary

Jerry Ollerich 
Past Chairman

Vacant 
ATA Vice President

Christine Erickson 
President

SDTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeff Bennett
Phillip Christian
Nick Cleveringa
Dave Dailey
Shanna Gray
Pete Halverson 
Eric Hamiel
Steve Hoffman
Larry Klaahsen
Tim Kotalik
Justin Larson
Chris Lutick
Jim Maciejewski
Tim Miller 
Matt Parker
Dan Schipper
Brett Snoozy

SDTA SERVICES  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ryan Viessman 
Chairman

Brad Schipper 
Membership Retention Director

Todd Johnson 
Public Relations Director

Rick Underwood 
Membership Services Director

Cindy Heiberger 
Group Insurance Director

Call on Washington 2023. Pictured are Barry Pottle, Bob Willey,SDTA Chairman, Rep. Dusty 
Johnson, and Christine Erickson, SDTA President.

mailto:bwilleytrucking%40gmail.com?subject=
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LINDA BICKFORD
(605) 737-7865
RAPID CITY, SD

TACHA ARTZ
(605) 737-7865
RAPID CITY, SD

JUSTIN LARSON
(605) 224-1611

PIERRE, SD

KURT SWANSON
(605) 224-1611

PIERRE, SD

GREG BALDWIN
(605) 336-2795
SIOUX FALLS, SD

RUSS STOUGH
(605) 336-4444
SIOUX FALLS, SD

JORDAN GAU
(605) 996-4698

MITCHELL, SD

NICK BACKLUND
(605) 996-4698

MITCHELL, SD

WWW.FISCHERROUNDS.COM

Fischer, Rounds & Associates truck insurance consultants are experts 
in the coverage of all size trucks and farm equipment, so we know 
the risks and liabilities to make sure you are fully covered. We have 
four locations in South Dakota to serve you and your truck insurance 
needs—Pierre, Mitchell, Rapid City and Sioux Falls.

WE KNOW TRANSPORTATION

https://www.fischerrounds.com/
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As the year comes to a close, we extend our deepest gratitude to the hard-
working members of SDADA. Your dedication, resilience, and commitment to 
the industry has been the driving force behind our success. Wishing you all a 
well-deserved break to spend with friends and family, joyous holidays, and a 
prosperous New Year filled with safe journeys ahead. Thank you for keeping 
the wheels of progress turning.

SDADA and SDTA jointly held our annual legislative events in Rapid City and 
Sioux Falls. We were able to put our policy discussions to the center stage to 
numerous legislators. Thank you to all of our members and legislators who 
were able to attend. It was a great opportunity to have our vices heard and 
share our stories. Be on the lookout for our weekly ‘Under the Dome’ commu-
nications during the 2024 Legislative Session.

As we step into the new year, we embark on a legislative session filled with 
opportunities to shape our industry’s future. Let’s approach the challenges 
ahead with collaboration, insight, and a commitment to positive change. 
Together, we may create policies that benefit all and contribute to the better-
ment of our industry. Cheers to a productive and impactful legislative session 
in the coming year!

Save the date! The Winter Legislative Reception is on February 12th, and our 
winter board meeting is on February 13th. As we work together to navigate the 
legislative landscape, your presence is important.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Onward,

Christine M. Vinatieri-Erickson

SDTA STAFF

Christine Erickson
President
cverickson@southdakotatrucking.com

Michelle Wells
Member Manager
michelle@southdakotatrucking.com

Patty Hinz
Office Manager/Graphic Designer
patty@southdakotatrucking.com

Trevor Johnson
Communications & Marketing Specialist
trevor@southdakotatrucking.com

CONTACT INFORMATION

Address:
3801 S. Kiwanis Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57105

Office: (605) 334-8871
Email: info@southdakotatrucking.com
Website: southdakotatrucking.com

MESSAGE FROM THE  

President
Christine’s Corner

Follow Us:

mailto:cverickson%40southdakotatrucking.com?subject=
mailto:michelle%40southdakotatrucking.com?subject=
mailto:patty%40southdakotatrucking.com?subject=
mailto:trevor%40southdakotatrucking.com?subject=
mailto:info%40southdakotatrucking.com?subject=
http://southdakotatrucking.com
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WHO SAYS THE 
COMFORTS OF HOME 

HAVE TO STAY AT HOME?
To make money, your truck needs to be on the road, and the road isn’t 
always a comfortable place. The TriPac® Evolution APU turns your 
cab into a little slice of home, with virtually unlimited heating and 
cooling options and enough juice to power the devices that keep you 
entertained and connected. All while saving you big dollars on fuel 
and maintenance. See why drivers ask for TriPac Evolution by name  
at thermoking.com. 

TRIPAC® EVOLUTION

56157-19-PS

https://www.thermokingsf.com/?y_source=1_MTAwODU2NDgtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D
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DECEMBER 2023 DRIVER OF THE MONTH

Robert Hamilton, K&J Trucking, Sioux Falls, SD, was select-
ed as the December 2023 Driver of the Month by the South 
Dakota Safety Management Council.

Robert has been a solid driver for K&J Trucking. He’s yet 
another person they wish they could clone. He has never re-
ceived a customer or driving complaint in the nearly 12 years 
he has been with the company. Robert strives to do things 
right. He has driven over 3 million miles, including over 1.5 
million with K&J Trucking, Inc. The only accident he has had 
was in February of 2011, when his truck was blown over.

Robert is always eager to assist new drivers with questions 
they have. He provides guidance, but leaves it up to them to 
put the wealth of knowledge he has shared to good use. He 
has a very calm demeanor. When a problem arises, he deals 
with it calmly. He is constantly eager to learn and do the right 
thing. Robert takes great pride in his accomplishments in 
this profession and always maintains integrity in his work.

Robert and his wife, Micky, reside in Sioux Falls.

The South Dakota Trucking Association joins the Safety Man-
agement Council in congratulating Robert Hamilton for being 
selected as the December 2023 Driver of the Month.

Robert HamiltonRobert Hamilton

Nominate them for Driver of the Month
A nomination form & rules can be  
found on page 25 or online at 
www.southdakotatrucking.com 
under Membership Opportunities. 

For more information, please contact the SDTA office at 
605-334-8871 or michelle@southdakotatrucking.com

Layne Somsen
Health Insurance Agent

Offices also in Mitchell, Pierre, Watertown and Rapid City
Business | Home | Health | Life

At Your Service. At Your Side.

The Coverage You Want. 
The Commitment You Need.

2300 W. 49th St.
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
Phone: 605-336-4444
Fax: 605-274-9034
Toll Free: 877-789-3773
FischerRounds.com

Professional Truck DriverProfessional Truck Driver

https://www.fischerrounds.com/
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“TRUCKING’S  
VOICE IN

SOUTH DAKOTA”

SINCE 1935 

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Get Connected for the Latest News & Updates

WE SERVICE BOTH TK & CARRIER APUs 
Truck and Trailer Services Including:

• Oil Changes
• Hoses and Belts
• Brakes and Wheel Seals
• Cooling System: Flush/Water Pumps/Stats
• Roll Up Door Repair
• A/C Repair
• DEF Dozer Cleaning (recommended every 6 months)

LOAD/TEST BATTERIES $5995

DOT INSPECTION  $7131 
Includes labor and tax.

VINYL GRAPHIC LETTERING
For your truck, trailer, boat or snowmobile.

We’ll take  
your used oil!

• Includes 44 quarts of oil, labor, grease  
 truck, and a courtesy inspection

• Oil sample available for extra cost

Expires 12/31/2023
*Price subject to change due to oil market volatility

Oil Change Special:

Plus filters and tax

$29499*

Brace yourself, winter is coming!
• Reduce Your Risk

• Increase Your Revenue Miles

•  Lower Your Costs

•  Packages for Class 3-8 Medium  
 and Heavy Duty Trucks

Offering

$23000ESPAR TUNE UP
Includes screen, gasket, and labor, 
any other parts extra

2901 West 7th Street, Suite 2 • Sioux Falls, SD 57104

605-543-5225

For a full list of services, more information on our  
services or to schedule an appointment call:

We Are Offering  CDL Theory Training!
LOW COST.   FAST.   ONLINE.   FMCSA APPROVED.   JOB CONNECTIONS.

We offer high-quality, low-cost CDL training options in the South 
Dakota region that are available online from any device. Our curriculum 
is fully compliant with the current FMCSA ELDT Training standards, and 
we are a member in good standing of the Training Provider Registry as 
a Theory provider. 

To learn about our fully-online, FMCSA-compliant CDL Theory program 
and how you can join our trainee to employee pipeline, call the SDTA 
office at 605-334-8871 or go to www.southdakotatrucking.com

Scan this code  
to sign up

TO SIGN UP FOR CDL THEORY TRAINING VISIT:  
www.southdakotacdl.com

https://sb-transportation.com/
https://www.southdakotatrucking.com
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FEBRUARY 12, 2024
Annual Legislative Reception  
and Sundae Bar
6:00 p.m.
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD 

FEBRUARY 13, 2024
SDTA Winter Executive  
Committee Meeting
10:00 a.m. 
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD

FEBRUARY 13, 2024
SDTA Winter Board of Directors Meeting
12:30 p.m.
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD

APRIL 9-11, 2024
Call on Washington 
Washington, D.C.

MAY 9, 2024
SDTA Spring/Summer Executive  
Committee Meeting
10:00 a.m.
AmericInn
Chamberlain, SD

MAY 9, 2024
SDTA Spring/Summer Board  
of Directors Meeting
1:00 p.m.
AmericInn
Chamberlain, SD

MAY 9, 2024
Social Hour, Dinner and Calcutta for  
the Annual Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event
6:00 p.m.
AmericInn
Chamberlain, SD

MAY 10, 2024
Annual Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event
7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Cedar Shore Marina
Oacoma, SD

MAY 18, 2024
SD Truck Driving Championships 
7:00 a.m.
Southeast Technical College
Sioux Falls, SD

JUNE 6-9, 2024
Wheel Jam
State Fairgrounds
Huron, SD

JULY 18, 2024
SDTA East River Golf Event
9:00 a.m.
Brandon Golf Course
Brandon, SD 

AUGUST 21-24, 2024
National Truck Driving Championships
Indianapolis, IN

SEPTEMBER 15-21, 2024
National Truck Driver 
Appreciation Week

SEPTEMBER 25-27, 2024
SDTA 89th Annual Convention
Deadwood Mountain Grand  
Hotel and Casino
Deadwood, SD

SOUTHDAKOTATRUCKING.COM
Check Out Our Website:

http://www.southdakotatrucking.com
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year, and 
we’re sending you our warmest wishes! May your 

holidays be filled with joy and cheer.

Happy Holidays

From all of us at
ISTATE TRUCK CENTER

Sioux Falls, SD
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18 Wheel Truck Promotions, LLC 431 18th Street SW • Huron, SD 57350
Scot Marone   605.354.2809   marone_1@msn.com

www.wheeljamtruckshow.com

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the  
2024 Wheel Jam Truck Show at the South Dakota 

State Fairgrounds in Huron, South Dakota!   
June 6th - 9th, 2024

WheelJamTruckShow

We wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

20242024202420242024202420242024
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4928 N CLIFF AVE.
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57104
(605) 444-8820

In and Out. On the Road.
Quick and easy scheduling for truck drivers at two locations. 
WorkFORCE provides:

• Workers compensation injury care
• In clinic nursing and MD services
• Industrial exposure follow-up and 

physicals
• Pre-employment, fit-for-duty and 

return-to-work exams
• Customizable lift tests, hearing  

and vision exams

• Beginning-to-end claims 
management

• Physical therapy
• DOT and Non-DOT Drug screening 

programs
• Random UDS Generation
• Breath Alcohol Testing

Quick. Simple. Eff icient.

Call today to set up 
your free consultation!

7600 S MINNESOTA AVE. 
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57108 
(605) 271-9000

workFORCEOH.com

DIXON INSURANCE
& INTERSTATE TRUCK LICENSING

Primary, NTU/Bobtail,
Cargo, Umbrella+

 

Regulatory, Safety
& Compliance Services

NW of the Flying J
Fargo, ND

701-281-8200

Truck Industry 
Professionals 

since 1953

www.DixonInsurance.com

A.J. SWANSON
Arvid J. Swanson PC

•  Corporate Law   
•  Business Formation  
•  Real Estate Transactions  
•  Agricultural Law   
•  Sales & Use Tax Law
•  Estate Planning
•  Probate
•  Administrative Law
•  Zoning & Planning Law
•  Transportation Law     
    (Motor Carrier Emphasis)

27452 482nd Avenue
Canton, South Dakota 57013
(605) 743-2070
www.ajswanson.com

51 YEARS
of helping trucking of helping trucking 

companies growcompanies grow

https://www.sfsh.com/workforce
https://www.dixoninsurance.com/
mailto:itrepair%40midconetwork.com?subject=
https://www.wilsontrailer.com/
http://www.ajswanson.com/
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IT’S STILL US. THE SAME C&S LICENSING. 
THINGS JUST LOOK A LITTLE DIFFERENT.

Change is nature. But itʼs in our nature to uphold what matters most: helping those 
who put themselves out there for ones they love. That isnʼt changing.
 
With more than three decades proven track record of assisting trucking companies 
with all the challenges of their back office,  Aladdin can be the difference in your 
company succeeding or failing. We take pride in the success of every customer we have, 
regardless of how big or small they are. Let us help you every mile down the road with 
any of the following services:

• Safety & compliance
• IRP/IFTA licensing & reporting
• Authority setup
• Truck insurance

• Fuel discounts
• 2290/permits
• Equipment leasing & financing
• Factoring

Get in touch with us at (605) 332-5802 or visit aladdincap.com for more details.

This new look gives us, and the people we care 
about a stronger sense of direction—which is 
important out on the road.

Thanks for sticking by us through this exciting  
new phase. We couldn’t do it without you.

https://aladdincap.com/
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Season’s Greetings
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WWW.ISTATETRUCK.COM

LOCATIONS IN MINNESOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA, NORTH DAKOTA, IOWA, MONTANA AND WISCONSIN
BLAINE  |  INVER GROVE HEIGHTS  |  SIOUX FALLS  |  WATERTOWN  |  BISMARCK  |  SIOUX CITY  |  BILLINGS  |  GREAT FALLS  |  MISSOULA  |  MADISON  |  MARSHFIELD

WE DO IT ALL!  |  NEW & USED TRUCK SALES  |  BODY SHOP  |  PARTS  |  SERVICE

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  N E W  C A S C A D I A  

Cummins experts go above and beyond to  
ensure you’re moving forward. With over 3200  
certified technicians and 24/7 emergency field  
support through locations all across North  
America, you can count on Cummins to keep  
you moving in a world that’s Always On.
 
Go to cummins.com to request service or  
to find a Cummins service center near you.

https://istatetruck.com/
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Hands On. Open Mind.
JA Inspire is much more than a career fair. It brings together the business community and local schools to 
inspire middle school students to start thinking about their future career goals and how to achieve them.

JA Inspire is a career-based event filled with learning experiences that are designed by individual industry 
teams to align with what the industry will need from its future employees.

Unlike traditional career fairs, the students do the interviewing rather than the employer. They asked Cap-
tain Whitehead and Captain Schmidt about their experiences trucking, and in turn, they learned about the 
skills needed to get into the trucking industry. The event is designed to transform students’ abstract ideas 
about a career into tangible ambitions and plans.

On Wednesday, November 29th, more than 3,500 8th grade 
students from all over southern SD participated in JA Inspire. SD 
Road Team Captains Mike Whitehead (FedEx Freight), and Gary 
Schmidt (Cliff Viessman, Inc.), along with Trevor Johnson and 
Michelle Wells of SDTA, volunteered at the event.

A semi truck was setup by Cliff Viessman Inc., allowing students 
to climb up and check it out. Most of these students had never 
been in a truck before and were excited to get a good look at the 
living quarters. They were blown away by the fact that the driver 
has a bed, TV, microwave, refrigerator, etc.

This is SDTA’s fourth year participating, if you include the virtual event that was created for the students in 
2021. Each year this event grows.



18   Trucking News | DECEMBER 2023    

Happy
Holidays

som
TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION

OF SOUTH DAKOTA, INC.
SIOUX FALLS, SD
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During this season of peace and 
goodwill it is with pleasure that we 
pause and express our best holiday 
wishes and deepest appreciation.

& HAPPY NEW 

Merry

PRORATE SERVICES, LLC
STRATFORD, SD

from all of us at
HEDGE & HERBERG, INC.

BIG STONE CITY, SD

WE WISH YOU A

A

MERRY
CHRISTMAS 

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

&
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The South Dakota Trucking Association (SDTA) is thrilled to 
announce the overwhelming success of its Truckload of Giv-
ing event, held in partnership with Rude Transportation, to 
benefit the Children’s Home Society and Sanford Children’s 
Hospital in Sioux Falls. This heartwarming event crushed its 
goal of $10,000 and raised an impressive $14,500, thanks 
to the generous contributions of donors, sponsors, and the 
supportive South Dakota trucking community.

The Truckload of Giving event, a collaborative effort between 
SDTA and Rude Transportation, exemplified the power of 
partnerships in making a positive impact on the local com-
munity. The funds raised were utilized to purchase a diverse 
array of gifts for kids 18 and under from popular retailers, 

TRUCKLOAD OF GIVING!

Target and Scheels, with the sole intention of bringing joy 
and warmth to the children at Children’s Home Society and 
Sanford Children’s Hospital during the holiday season.

The highlight of the event occurred at the Sanford Event 
Barn during the Christmas Gala on Saturday night in Sioux 
Falls. All the gifts were unloaded from the truck at the event, 
creating a spectacular visual representation of the commu-
nity’s generosity and compassion. Attendees at the Christ-
mas Gala added to the festive atmosphere by contributing 
additional gifts, enhancing the impact of the event.

Following the gala, the donated gifts, along with those 
purchased by donations to SDTA, will be gathered at Rude 

South Dakota Trucking Association’s 1st Annual

South Dakota Trucking Association and Rude Transportation Raise $14,500 in  
Spectacular Truckload of Giving Event for Sioux Falls Children’s Charities
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Transportation on Wednesday. Volunteers will diligently sort 
and prepare the gifts for distribution, ensuring that each 
child receives a special and thoughtful present during the 
holiday season.

“The success of the Truckload of Giving event reflects the 
incredible generosity and community spirit that defines 
South Dakota. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Rude 
Transportation, our partners, sponsors, and everyone who 
contributed to making this event a resounding success,” 
said Christine Erickson, President at SDTA.

SDTA expresses sincere appreciation to its partners, Rude 
Transportation, and the local businesses, Target and 
Scheels, for their invaluable contributions to this heart-
warming initiative. The collective efforts of the South Dakota 
community have not only brightened the holiday season for 
the children but have also exemplified the positive impact 
that can be achieved when a community comes together for 
a common cause.

In a special acknowledgment, SDTA recognizes the tre-
mendous support of Rick Hoogendoorn and his wife Julie, 
who have been actively involved in the Christmas Gala and 
generously donated to both Children’s Home Society and 
Sanford Children’s Hospital in the past. They inspired the 
Truckload of Giving event and it was conducted in support 
of Rick, who was recently diagnosed with pancreatic can-
cer. Our thoughts and best wishes go out to Rick and Julie 
during this challenging time.

Anders Trucking
SDTA’s SMC
AVPro Global Holdings
Cliff Viessman, Inc.
Eric Hamiel
Glade Evenson
Justin & Kari Anders
Bob & Karen Willey
Patty Goetz
Timothy Myer
Rude Transportation, Inc.

Ryan Viessman
Mid States Transport, Inc.
Trace Beck
Michelle Pfeiffer
Christine Erickson
Robert & Susan Christian
Jerry & Jean Ollerich
Marti & Teresa Sidel
Don Patnoe
S&B Transportation
PJ Brink Trucking, LLC

Prostrollos
Chris Lutick
Shelley Hanzen
K&J Trucking, Inc.
Tom & Angel Murphy
Rick Knight
Thermo King of Sioux Falls
Lynn & Ann Tschetter
Peter & Jessie Tschetter
Dakota Carriers, Inc.
Robert & Brenda Punt

To everyone who contributed to the tremendous success of the 1st Annual Truckload of Giving!
Melinda Misemer
Gary Schmidt
Dan Kippley
Eric Siciliano
Kirk Bloemendaal
Michelle Wells
Patty Hinz
Trevor Johnson
Noah Stoeckman
Rick & Julie Hoogendoorn
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WE WISH YOU A

A

MERRY
CHRISTMAS 

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

&

RAPID CITY & SIOUX FALLS

from all of us at
 Wishing you peace, love, and 
laughter this Holiday Season

and throughout the coming year.
From all of us at

Harms Oil Company
Brookings, SD

ROBERT & SUSAN CHRISTIAN
SPEARFISH, SD

MERRY Christmas
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Happy Holidays

NORTH AMERICAN TRUCK & TRAILER
BLACK HILLS TRUCK & TRAILER, RAPID CITY

SIOUX FALLS TRUCK & TRAILER, SIOUX FALLS
WATERTOWN TRUCK & TRAILER, WATERTOWN

 om your  iends at
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For each load and every mile, there’s someone 
waiting on the other side. Buckle up, stay 
focused and never drive drowsy.

YOU’VE GOT SOMEPLACE TO BE.
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Date:___________________________      Jacket Size:___________

Name of Driver:________________________________________________________________  Age:____________________

Marital Status:_________________________ Spouse’s Name:____________________________________________________

Residence Address (in full):________________________________________________________________________________ 

Children & Ages:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Carrier:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Terminal Address (in full):____________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:__________________________________ Email:_________________________________________________

Years Employed by Present Employer:_____________________ Total Years of Experience:____________________   

Type of Equipment Operated:  c Truck    c Tractor-Semitrailer    c Doubles    c Other  

Type of Driving:  c Over the Road    c City    c Other 

Total Mileage:___________________________________  Mileage with Present Employer:______________________________ 

# of Accidents: _____Chargeable Dates:________________________________________________

 _____Non-Chargeable  Dates:________________________________________________

Has your driver ever been selected as a Driver of the Month or Driver of the Year in South Dakota or any other state?  
  c Yes    c No     If yes, when?:___________________________________________________________________________

Participation in truck driving championships or other transportation related activities: ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Basis of Nomination:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DRIVER OF THE MONTH NOMINATION FORM & RULES

RULES: 
Driver may be nominated for Driver of the Month for any outstand-
ing act of heroism, a contribution to highway safety, an extraor-
dinary act of courtesy, an exceptional deed or act of service to 
mankind within the community reflecting positively on the motor 
carrier industry, or for a long period of safe and courteous driv-
ing. An outstanding act shall be deemed to mean unusual or oth-
er than the normal every day courtesies afforded by truck drivers. 

ELIGIBILITY:
1. The nominated driver must be an employee of a member in good  
 standing of the South Dakota Trucking Association.
2. The nominated driver must have been an employee of the pres- 
 ent employer for at least two years and have a minimum of five  
 years overall experience.
3. South Dakota domiciled* drivers are eligible for nomination for  
 an outstanding act performed in any state. * The intent of the word  
 “domiciled” shall be interpreted to mean: Any driver reporting  
 to or regularly dispatched from a terminal within the state of SD  
 (in keeping with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations def- 
 inition of his/her home terminal) regardless of where the driver  
 may dwell.

4. A driver may receive the Driver of the Month award only one time  
 in any contest year. He/she may be renominated in any subseq- 
 uent year.
5. Nominations for outstanding acts on the highway shall be accom- 
 panied by supporting evidence (letters, statements, news clippings, 
  etc.). A clear, factual account is absolutely necessary. Vague gener- 
 alizations will not be accepted.
6. A copy of recent driver motor vehicle record check must accom- 
 pany the nomination.
7. Drivers nominated and not selected as Driver of the Month will be  
 held over and used in the following month’s selection.
8. Entries must be in the SDTA office no later than the 10th of each  
 month for that current month’s contest.
9. Nominations may be made by any party, but must be approved by  
 the employer or a representative of the employer.
10. The annual contest will run from September of the previous year  
 through August of the current year.
11. Company agrees to submit a professional head and shoulders  
 photo of the winning driver.
 

Remit To: SDTA • PO Box 89008, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9008 • michelle@southdakotatrucking.com

With this entry, company agrees to send their driver, if selected as Driver of the Month, to the South Dakota Trucking Association Annual 
Convention, where the driver will participate in a personal interview. Drivers not being interviewed will not be eligible for the Driver of the Year 
honors. Interview times will be scheduled Friday afternoon during the convention.

With this entry, the company agrees to submit Driver of the Year Entry Form for National Competition if your driver is selected as the South 
Dakota Driver of the Year.

Submitted by:______________________________________________________   Title:______________________________________
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Truck Sales,Truck Sales,
  Parts & ServiceParts & Service

MPG
  MIDWEST PETERBILT GROUP

Sioux City, Council Bluffs, Des Moines, IA
Norfolk & Lincoln, NE

Midwest Peterbilt GroupMidwest Peterbilt Group

pbtruck.compbtruck.comwww.www.

https://www.agtegra.com/
https://www.pbtruck.com/
mailto:toddm%40mgoil.com?subject=
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Cash on Delivery

1108 WASHINGTON AVE S | PO BOX 328 | MADISON, SD 57042

W W W. F I R S T L I N E F U N D I N G G R O U P. C O M

CALL US TODAY AT 877.609.6717

High advance with low competitive rates

Same day cash options available* Cut off times may vary

– request to your bank, request to fuel – you tell us

Fuel card program with generous discounts

24/7 Online account access with free credit checks

Advances available for insurance, payroll, equipment purchases and repairs

Refer your friends and receive cash bonus on signed accounts

Fast and easy application – account typically set up within 24 hours

FirstLine Funding Group is a 
division of First Bank & Trust.
First Bank & Trust is a member of the FDIC.

https://www.bankeasy.com/firstline-funding-group
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4620 North Cliff Avenue • Sioux Falls, SD 57104
605-338-0040 • Toll Free: 800-335-4505 • Fax: 605-336-7657

www.peterbiltofsiouxfalls.com
www.peterbiltparts-sd.com

www.peteshop-sf.com

HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Saturday: 8 a.m. to Noon

STOP IN AND SEE US FOR
ALL YOUR TRUCK NEEDS!
Sales, Service, New & Used Parts, Bodyshop, 

Full Custom Shop, DPF Cleaning
We are an Authorized Caterpillar, Cummins, and Paccar MX/PX Dealer.

State of the art DPF Cleaning Machine in-house!

Phone 888.877.8567  |  Fax 360.705.6836  |  transponderadmin@wsdot.wa.gov

The NORPASS Board of Directors are committed to promoting safe and 
efficient trucking throughout North America. NORPASS encourages 
the use of mainline screening devices allowing participating safe and 
legal commercial vehicles to bypass specific weigh stations allowing 
enforcement to concentrate its efforts on high-risk carriers. 

Use of a transponder is voluntary. The only cost to the carrier is the 
charge for the transponder. There are no monthly or annual fees. 

TTo avoid stopping at weigh stations call 1-888-877-8567.

WWW.NORPASS.ORG

http://peterbiltofsiouxfalls.com/
https://firstcfcu.com/home.html
https://norpass.org/
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Eric Miller | Staff Reporter | Transport Topics

Nearly 30% of crash-related heavy truck towing invoices in-
cluded excessive rates or unwarranted additional charges, 
according to a new comprehensive truck towing analysis by 
the American Transportation Research Institute.

The ATRI report, “Causes and Countermeasures of Preda-
tory Towing,” made public on Nov. 29, took a deep dive at 
a long-festering controversy within the trucking industry. 
Focused on towing practices from 2021-2023, the goal of 
the study was aimed at improving the relationship between 
the towing and trucking industries.

The most common types of predatory towing were exces-
sive rates, experienced by 82.7% of motor carriers, and 
unwarranted extra service charges, experienced by 81.8% 
of carriers, the study said. 

“A majority of carriers encountered additional issues such 
as truck release or access delays, cargo release delays, 
truck seizure without cause, and tows misreported as con-
sensual,” the report concluded.

“Predatory towing is a costly issue for motor carriers as 
well as compliant towing companies, and it has been 
overlooked for too long,” said Shawn Brown, Cargo Trans-
porters Vice President of Safety, and former chair of ATRI’s 
research advisory committee. “With reliable data analysis 
and a thorough regulatory review, ATRI’s report sheds 
light on the sources of the problem and paths forward for 
addressing it by both regulators and trucking fleets.”

There are two major categories of heavy-duty towing — 
consensual and nonconsensual, ATRI said. Consensual 
towing occurs when a vehicle owner, or any other person 
who has legitimate ownership or control over the vehicle, 
requests a T&R company’s services of their own volition.

The other category, police-initiated crash/disabled vehicle 
towing — occurs when a truck has been involved in a crash 
or is disabled and interfering with traffic flow or public 
safety. In these cases, police take control of the scene and 
call towing services for the vehicle.

The issue of excessive towing charges has become a 
hot-button topic for motor carriers in recent years. One 
2021 case reported by Transport Topics and highlighted in 
the ATRI analysis involved a Wisconsin motor carrier who 
was hit with a $202,000 towing and removal bill after one 
of its tractor-trailers hauling a truckload of cheese had to 
be pulled from a ditch on I-64 in central Virginia.

Rising towing costs have for several years been on Amer-
ican Trucking Associations’ radar. “The trucking industry 
knows that predatory towing and excessive pricing or cre-
ative billing are problems, but there’s never been a com-
prehensive look at these issues until now,” said Mike Ma-
tousek, director of ATA’s government freight conference. 
“There’s a ton of information for the industry to review and 
consider in ATRI’s report, but this is something that every 
carrier should become familiar with — especially the state-
by-state compendium of towing regulations.”

ATRI Analysis Looks at Predatory Truck Towing
Nearly 30% of Truckers Surveyed Were Overcharged

Continued on Page 31.
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May your Christmas sparkle with 
moments of love, laughter and goodwill,

And may the year ahead be full 
of contentment and joy. 
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For its study, ATRI surveyed 350 motor carriers, who were 
asked to identify which of eight primary types of predatory 
towing they had experienced, and to rank them based on 
their impact on operations. Predatory practices are listed 
in rank order from most to least impactful, with the per-
centage of carriers that experienced each issue at some 
point included in parentheses:

• Excessive hourly or per-pound rates (82.7%)
• Unwarranted additional equipment or labor charges 

(81.8%)
• Excessive daily storage rate (77.7%)
• Vehicle release delays or access issues (71.7%)
• Cargo release delays (61.6%)
• Vehicle seizure without cause (55.7%)
• Tow operators misreporting nonconsensual tows as 

consensual (53.5%)
• Damage due to use of improper towing equipment 

(59.2%)

ATRI said the towing and recovery industry is highly lo-
calized, reflected in the fact that most T&R-related regu-
lations generate from municipalities and county govern-
ments. But some states are taking action.

“Within the past few years Maryland, Arizona and Colorado 
have all passed statewide laws regulating the T&R indus-
try,” ATRI said. “Maryland directly addressed the concerns 
of motor carriers when it passed House Bill 487 in 2022. 
For police-initiated towing, the bill outlawed per-pound 
billing, created guidelines to allow for the release of cargo, 
and established a committee that would recommend rates 
for heavy-duty T&R and handle invoice disputes.”

ATRI said other states have not been as successful in their 
efforts to regulate the T&R industry. In 2021, Missouri’s 
governor vetoed House Bill 661 on the grounds that it 
over-regulated the market. Had the bill passed, it would 
have established a committee to determine reasonable 
rates for T&R services and to review complaints regarding 
the nonconsensual police-initiated towing of commercial 
motor vehicles.

To read the full report go to: https://truckingresearch.
org/2023/11/causes-and-countermeasures-of-predato-
ry-towing/

Reprinted from Transport Topics.

Welcome to Our  
Newest Members
T-Bird Express LLC
Joseph D. Martin and Eugene P. Martin
43824 198th Street
Erwin, SD 57233
Phone:  Joseph: 701-371-6088 / Eugene: 605-881-9242
Recommended by: Patty Hinz

Dakota Riggers & Tool Supply Inc.
Collin Gladue
704 E. Benson Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Phone:  605-335-0041
Email: collin@dakotariggers.com
Website:  www.dakotariggers.com
Compliance & Safety, Financial, Specialty Items/Services
Recommended by: Trevor Johnson

ATRI Analysis Looks at Predatory Truck Towing continued 
from Page 29.

https://truckingresearch.org/2023/11/causes-and-countermeasures-of-predatory-towing/ 
https://truckingresearch.org/2023/11/causes-and-countermeasures-of-predatory-towing/ 
https://truckingresearch.org/2023/11/causes-and-countermeasures-of-predatory-towing/ 
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HATCH
Agency, Inc.

Your SERVICE Truck
Insurance Agency Since 1980.

Truck Insurance Specialists

TOLL FREE  1-800-328-8451  FAX: (952) 933-8040   
Email: mhatch@hatchagency.com 6121 Baker Road / Suite 102  Minnetonka, MN 55345  (952) 933-8080

FULL SERVICE TRUCK INSURANCE AGENCY
HANDLING ALL TYPES OF COVERAGE:

“ We’re dedicated in providing the best quality 
insurance service in the industry today.

Transportation insurance is our only business.”

� CAPTIVES
� LONG HAUL
� INDEPENDENT

FLEETS
� EXCESS LIABILITY/

UMBRELLAS

� PRIMARY LIABILITY
PHYSICAL DAMAGE 
AND CARGO

� SAFETY SERVICES
� BOBTAIL LIABILITY
� LOCAL

Complete Truck
INSURANCE SERVICE

https://www.hatchagency.com/
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May the joy and peace of Christmas
be with you all through the New Year.

Wishing you a season of blessings 
from heaven above.

CUMMINS SALES AND SERVICE
Sioux Falls, SD

During this time of faith and family, may the true meaning of Christmas  ll you with joy.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
From all of us at ProRate 48 LLC, Rapid City, SD

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11

During this time of faith and family, may the true meaning of Christmas  ll you with joy.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
From all of us at ProRate 48 LLC, Rapid City, SD

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11
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John Gallagher | October 16, 2023 | FreightWaves

Reprinted from FreightWaves.

https://www.midstatesutility.com/
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from your friends at

ALLSTATE PETERBILT OF RAPID CITY

May your 
Christmas sparkle 

and your 
New Year shine.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

From your friends at
J&W Diesel & Truck Service, Inc.

Sioux Falls, SD

Merry 
Christmas

A N D  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

Karen & Bob Willey
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John Gallagher | October 16, 2023 | FreightWaves

Reprinted from FreightWaves.When it comes to on-highway trucks,
you can trust Butler Machinery with all

your parts and service needs to keep
you on the road when it matters most.
As a member of the HDA Truck Pride
Parts Network, we offer service from
manufacturers such as Bendix, Delco

Remy and more.   

Call today to schedule service:

KEEPING YOU 
ON THE ROAD

FULL SERVICE  
TRUCK CENTER  

(877) 365-8114
butlermachinery.com

www.siouxlandtrailer.comwww.siouxlandtrailer.com

 HARRISBURG, SD    HARRISBURG, SD           SIOUX CITY, IA    SIOUX CITY, IA            GLENWOOD, IA   GLENWOOD, IA   
  877-449-5400            877-449-5400                        800-274-2364           855-520-6969800-274-2364           855-520-6969

FULL SERVICE AND PARTSFULL SERVICE AND PARTS
MAJOR TANK REPAIR & TESTINGMAJOR TANK REPAIR & TESTING

ASME R STAMP FACILITYASME R STAMP FACILITY
HYDROSTATIC, D.O.T, VISUALHYDROSTATIC, D.O.T, VISUAL

CERTIFICATION & INSPECTIONSCERTIFICATION & INSPECTIONS

DEALER FOR THE FOLLOWING NEW AND USED TRAILERS:DEALER FOR THE FOLLOWING NEW AND USED TRAILERS:
TANKS, FLATBEDS, STEP-DECKS, GRAINTANKS, FLATBEDS, STEP-DECKS, GRAIN

SIDE-BELLY & END DUMPS, HEAVY EQUIPMENTSIDE-BELLY & END DUMPS, HEAVY EQUIPMENT
DRY VANS, REEFERS AND WESTERN SNOW PLOWSDRY VANS, REEFERS AND WESTERN SNOW PLOWS

MMatt Sommervold, Service Manageratt Sommervold, Service Manager    J    Jeff Harms, Service Manager eff Harms, Service Manager          I-29 S         I-29 South outh EExitxit 35 35
         Shania Rozeboom, Parts                   Cory Barnes, Parts            Dean Palmer, Service Manager         Shania Rozeboom, Parts                   Cory Barnes, Parts            Dean Palmer, Service Manager
      Kevin VanOverschelde, Sales           Travis Buhman, Sales                 Wil Niemeier, Sales       Kevin VanOverschelde, Sales           Travis Buhman, Sales                 Wil Niemeier, Sales 
                Kevin Kiewel, Sales                    Jake Burke, Parts                Kevin Kiewel, Sales                    Jake Burke, Parts
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

https://www.butlermachinery.com/
http://www.siouxlandtrailer.com/
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Wishing y a Happy Holiday 
and a joyful New Year.

Best wishes from your friends at 
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We promote safe
workplaces and help
get injured workers
back on the job.

SDTA's Approved Work Comp Insurer
NO. 1 WRITER OF WORK COMP IN SOUTH DAKOTA

RASCompanies.com

https://rascompanies.com/
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WE WISH YOU A

A

MERRY
CHRISTMAS 

HAPPY
NEW

YEAR

&
from all of us at

CLIFF VIESSMAN, INC.
GARY, SD

Mey Christmas!

FROM ALL OF US AT MID-STATES UTILITY TRAILER SALES, SIOUX FALLS, SD
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Values Drive Performance

800.228.8602
 gwccnet.com

Shared Values Can Lead to Organizational Excellence 
We understand you are in business to make a profit. Our Value-Driven® 
Company modules can help you reduce losses and increase profits by focusing on 
influencing employee behavior, changing culture, improving communication, and 
managing risk successfully.    

We believe it is everyone’s job to do what they can to prevent losses. We have 
developed a variety of training tools to help get all employees involved in safety. From 
seminars and webinars to Self-Service e-Tools and FAQs, we have solutions to fit your 
operations. 

We see “Critical Crashes” as a risk to your company. Our Value-Driven® Driving 
program focuses on helping drivers do what they can to prevent these types of accidents: 
rear-end, loss of control, lane change, and run under. All of our driver training programs are 
FREE to our insureds and can be accessed 24/7 on Great West’s Online Learning Library. 

GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY – No matter where the road takes you, you 
will discover that at Great West, The Difference is Service®.

https://www.gwccnet.com/


Proud Member

1635 East Dike Drive  |  Sioux Falls, SD  57104
605-339-8839  |  800-348-3042

https://www.floydstrucks.com/
https://powersystems.istate.com/
https://hss20.com/
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VISIT ONE OF OUR MANY LOCATIONS
www.northcentralintl.com 

ALBERT LEA, MN
1900 SORENSON RD.
507-373-0653 

GLENCOE, MN
2825 11TH ST. E
320-864-8288

ALEXANDRIA, MN
5791 MN HWY. 29 S
320-762-8126

CORCORAN, MN
10409 CO. RD. 101
612-473-6700

MANKATO, MN
1955 HOWARD DR. W
507-625-2030

Website

MASON CITY, IA
11243 265TH ST.
641-423-6042

MARSHALL, MN
503 N HWY. 59
507-532-5718

NEW ULM, MN
3 SOMSEN ST.
507-359-9600

SANBORN, MN
13067 U.S. HWY. 71
507-648-3811

SIOUX FALLS, SD
4511 NORTH CLIFF AVE.
605-336-3820

ROCHESTER, MN
2729 WHYNAUGHT CT. SE
507-289-2361

RAPID CITY, SD
2530 DEADWOOD AVE
605-343-7575

SPENCER, IA
2808 4TH AVE. W.
712-262-7644

ST. CLOUD, MN
375 33RD AVE.
320-251-9511

•	 First-Rate	Service
•	 Quality	Parts
•	 New	&	Used	Truck	Sales
•	 Rentals	&	Leasing

https://www.northcentralintl.com/

